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We are delighted to hear that
our neighbours, the Save
Concord West group, have won
the first step in their struggle to
save their own tiny slice of
greenspace.

If you didn't know about this
struggle, it concerns the last
remaining greenspace in an old
neighbourhood south of
Highway 7, west of the Upper
Don River, and east of Concord
West. The park they have
enjoyed for many decades is
home to the endangered
Common Nighthawk and
Blandings Turtles. A gem in its
own right, it has also provided a
safe pedestrian connection
between the Concord West
Community and the Bartley
Smith Greenway/Langstaff
Ecopark. Until the Powers That
Be put in the 407 and removed
a local bridge over the Upper
Don, residents could walk
through this park and indeed all
the way from the Glen Shields
neighbourhood to Finch Avenue
via Glen Shields Park and Lord
Ross Park. Now owned by the
Ontario Realty Corporation, their
little slice of heaven has been
fenced off, the bridge removed,
and a commuter train station
with parking lot planned.

The Concord West Seniors Club
began a campaign to present an
alternative location for the train
station that would serve the area
just as well without further
destroying what little greenspace
is left. They went to Vaughan
Council on Feb 15 and, in part
due to some help from the
Richmond Hill Naturalists and
others with a letter-writing
campaign, Vaughan Municipal
Council unanimously accepted a
resolution in support of the
community's struggle to
preserve the Concord West
Greenspace. The group had gone
before Vaughan Countil to ask

the town to request
the Province to
transfer the parkland
to the TRCA, to move
the proposed transit
hub from the park
site to rail lands north
of #7, to properly
evaluate the group's
Alternative Plan, and
restore access for the
local residents to
their park. The vote
was recorded and was
unanimously in favour
of Save Concord
West's resolution.

Keep up the
momentum, Concord
West! Your journey is
just beginning.


