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“E-mail: dmcorrea@abrisci.com

Dear Dr Correa

* Thank you for your mterest in the M1n1stry of Transportatlon ] (MTO) proposed 407
Transitway transit project (Project), located in the Reglon of York. .I welcome your
comments on thls Project.

On J anuary 21 2011, you submxtted an objection to the PI‘Q]GCt whlch is- followmg the
transit project assessment process under Ontario Regulation 231/08 — Transit Projects and
Greater Toronto Transportatlon Authority Undertakings (Transit Regulation). ' '~

Tam takmg this opportumty o inform you. that I have 1ssued a Notice to Proceed with the
Project (see attached) in accordance w1th the Env1ronmental Project Report (EPR)

Prior to issuing this notlce 1 have given careful cons1deratlon to the Project
documentation, and to the issues raised in your objectlon relative to the provisions of the
‘Transit Regulation. Under the Transit Regulation, I am permitted to issue a notice
allowjng the Project to proceed in accordance with the EPR subject to conditions or a

~ notice requiring further consideration of the transit Project. However, I can only issue

one of these two notices, if I am of the opinion that the transit Project may have a
negative impact on-a matter of provincial importance that relates to the natural
_environment or has cultural or heritage value or interest, or a negative impact on a
constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty right. Based on my review of the Proj ect
documentatlon and the issues you raised, I do not hold that oplnlon

My eonsideration of the issues raised in your ob_]ectlon is summarized below.
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In your objection you raised a concern related to potential negative impact to the natural
‘environment resulting from the loss of the existing woodlot and loss of wildlife and -
wildlife habitat at the proposed location of the GO Barrie (Concord) Station. The -
proponent has advised that the area has not been designated as an Environmental

Sensitive Area, Area of Natural Scientific Interest or Provincially Significant Wetland

and none of the vegetation communities affected by the Project are considered locally,
regionally or provincially rare. Additionally, no species/habitats of conservation concern
were identified through field investigations or secondary sources. Further, the MTO has -
. committed that it will confirm during detail design whether any species at risk and their
habitats are present. In the event that species at risk and their habitats are confirmed .
during detail design, the MTO has committed to work with the Ministry of Natural
Resources (MNR). The proponent has committed to maintaining all existing wildlife -

- corridors and will ensure that restrictions to wildlife movement through this area will not -
occur. The MNR has advised the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) that it has no
concerns with the proposed Project. o , . '

In addition, the proponent has advised that site specific mitigation measures will be
identified during detail design, in consultation with the Toronto and Region Conservation

'Authority (TRCA) and its guidelines. Iunderstand that TRCA has been involved inthe

Project, has rev.icwed the draft and final EPR and provided comments relating to the
natural environment and that the TRCA does not have any outstanding concerns or issues
with the Project. ' - S '

You also raised a concern that the proposed location of the GO Barrie (Concord) Station
. and the 407 Transitway will negatively impact the social environment of the Concord
* West community. The proponent has advised that the proposed location was identified as
 the alternative with the least negative impacts on transit and traffic operations, safety,
access to existing trails, and the environment. T understand that the MTO has committed
in its EPR to construct a safe pedestrian crossing at the existing GO Barrie rail line, -
which currently does not exist, to provide continuous access to the Bartley Smith:~
Greenway Trail. : - ' '

Other concerns you raised in your letter related to inadequate cotisultation, insufficient
review of the proposed location of the GO Barrie (Concord) Station and the 407
Transitway, the quality of studies undertaken and a potential conflict of interest. MOE
staff reviewed these concerns and are satisfied that the Project has fulfilled the
requirements-of the Transit Regulation. C

I am satisfied that these issues have been adequately addrééséd by.the work done to date
by the MTO, or will be addressed in future work that is required to be carried out.
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The proponent can now proceed to issue a Statement of Completlon to complete the
transit project assessment process. The proponent must 1mplement the Project in the
manner it was developed and designed, as set out in the EPR. They must also obtain any :
other permits and approvals required to proceed with the construction and operation of
‘the Project.

~ Again, I would like to thank you for participating in the transit proj ect assessment process
under the Tran31t Regulatlon and for brmgmg your concems to my. attentlon :

Johp Wilkinson -
Minjster of the Environment

Atta hment 2

¢ R Mrnnes, Prbject Manager, MTO :
G. Ivanoff, Senior Environmental Planner, MTO .
G. N. Kauffman, Consultant Env1ronmental Planner, LGL lerted




